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The 2020 Montana Environmental Training Calendar is provided as a tool for planning your environmental training activities.  It has been compiled by the Montana  

Environmental Training Center (METC) for water, wastewater and other environmental professionals.  The calendar lists and describes seminars to be sponsored by METC, 

the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (MTDEQ), MSU-Northern (MSUN),  Montana Rural Water Systems, Inc. (MRWS), Montana Section of American Water 

Works Association (MSAWWA), Montana Water Environment Association (MWEA), Midwest Assistance Program (MAP), and the Montana University System Water Center. 

Information about each sponsor is located in the back of the calendar. 

 

The calendar includes only seminars planned as of printing time.  Any additional seminars will be announced separately.  Agendas from the sponsoring agency are posted on 

the agency’s website or will be sent to interested people and organizations prior to the scheduled seminar.  If you have not received an agenda at least one week prior to the 

scheduled date, please call the sponsor directly for information.  As hard as we try to avoid it, unforeseen circumstances may cause a change of date on the calendar.  Please 

note that Continuing Education Credits (CECs) and seminar costs are approximate. 

 

The 2020 Training Calendar also includes information on correspondence courses, online training courses, webcasts, webinars and CD-ROM training courses.  Should you 

have questions or would like further information on specific courses please contact the corresponding training provider or the Montana DEQ Operator Certification Office at  

406-444-3434. 

 

Phone numbers, which have been color coded to match the outline color of each sponsoring agency’s seminar on the calendar, are located with each month’s 

seminar offerings.   

 

 

 

2020 marks the 32nd year of publishing of the Montana Environmental Training Calendar.  This year 2,500 calendars will be printed and distributed by mail and at seminars 

and conferences.   

 

METC would like to thank the following organizations for helping METC to continue to provide the training calendar to Montana’s water and wastewater operators 

and other environmental professionals. 

CEU Plan 

Midwest Assistance Program 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality 

Montana Environmental Training Center 

Montana Rural Water Systems 

Montana Section of the American Water Works Association 

Montana State University - Northern 

Montana University System Water Center 

Montana Water Environment Association 

Rural & Tribal Environmental Solutions 

SafetyFestMT 

 

 

2020 Montana Environmental Training Calendar 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

Back on October 30th, 2019, the METC Steering Committee Awarded the annual “Martha 

Anne Dow Award” to Joni Emrick as an acknowledgement of all her hard work and dedica-

tion at the City of Kalispell’s WWTP and also for her Support of 

Environmental and Public Health training through various METC 

Water & Wastewater workshops across Montana!  Joni you have 

always been and are a mentor, colleague and a friend to many.  

 

Martha Anne would’ve told you a “Job Well Done”! 

 

(Award presented by Rory “Calhoun” Schmidt METC Interim Director and 

Julie Spencer, District Manager for the Bigfork Water & Sewer District.) 



 

Continuing Education Credits (CEC’s) Basic Rules 

CERTIFICATION RENEWAL FEES 
Every year operator certification renewal fees are due by June 30.  The renewal fee pays for the following fiscal year (July 1- June 30). 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS (CECs) 
Every even-numbered year appropriate CEC requirements must be met by May 31.  The current two-year biennium period began on June 1, 2018 and will end on May 31, 2020.  
A new CEC biennium will begin on June 1, 2020 and end on May 31, 2022 during which time all operators will have to meet their CEC requirements.   
 
OPERATORS CERTIFIED BEFORE JANUARY 2020 ARE REQUIRED TO EARN THE FOLLOWING CECs:   
Class 1 WATER operators (either or both water distribution or treatment) must earn 2.0 CECs (20 hours).    
Class 2, 3, or 4 WATER operators (either or both water distribution or treatment) must earn 1.0 CECs (10 hours).    
Class 5  WATER operators must earn 0.4 CECs (4 hours).          
Class 1 WASTEWATER operators (either or both municipal or industrial wastewater) must earn 2.0 CECs (20 hours).  
Class 2, 3, or 4 WASTEWATER operators must earn 1.0 CECs (10 hours).        
Class 2, 3 or 4 ON-SITE WASTEWATER must earn 1.0 CECs (10 hours).       
Class 2, 3 or 4 INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER must earn 1.0 CECs (10 hours).       
               
OPERATORS-IN-TRAINING (OITs) ARE REQUIRED TO EARN THE FOLLOWING CECs: 
Class 1 WATER OITs (either or both water distribution or treatment) must earn 1.0 CECs (10 hours).    
Class 2, 3, or 4 WATER OITs (either or both water distribution or treatment) must earn 0.5 CECs (5 hours).   
There is no longer a Class 5AB operator (class 4 & 5 are now combined)       
Class 1 WASTEWATER OITs (combined class 1 & 2 municipal) must earn 1.0 CECs (10 hours).     
Class 3 WASTEWATER OITs (combined class 3 & 4 municipal) must earn 0.5 CECs (5 hours).    
Class 1 INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER OITs must earn 1.0 CECs (10 hours).      
Class 2, 3 or 4 INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER OITs must earn 0.5 CECs (5 hours).       
Class 2, 3 or 4 ON-SITE WASTEWATER OITs must earn 0.5 CECs (5 hours).       
               
COURSE APPROVAL and REPORTING 
Before CECs can be earned for a course, the course must be approved for credit.  Courses not listed in this calendar may be approved for CECs if deemed applicable by the 
Certification Office.  Courses MUST BE reported on an INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION FORM which contains the signature of the course provider or a Certificate of Completion    
submitted with the form. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES & ALTERNATIVE TRAINING COURSES 
Correspondence courses and alternative training courses (CD-ROM, internet, videos) must be fully completed and proof of completion from the course provider must be sent to 
the Certification Office for CECs.  (See Lists of Approved Correspondence Courses and Alternative Training Courses in the back of this calendar.) 
 
COURSES APPROVED for DUAL CECs 
Operators who hold certification in both water and wastewater can earn CECs for both certifications when attending a course MTDEQ has approved as a dual CEC course. 
 
COURSES ONLY APPROVED for ONE-HALF CECs 
Training not directly applicable to water or wastewater plant operation can be approved for training but may only earn one-half the amount of CECs.  Remember a CPR class is 
only good for credit the first time you take it. 
               
TRAINING NOT LISTED in TRAINING CALENDAR          
There may be courses that apply towards your CEC requirements which are not listed in the Training Calendar.  If you are looking for courses in your area, call the Certification 
Program Office, (406) 444-3434, for information on approved courses.            
                    
CEC STATUS REPORTS 
An informational status report can be viewed online at http://svc.mt.gov/deq/operatorcectotal/. Please contact the Certification Program Office, (406) 444-3434, if you find any 
errors on this report. 



 

January 2020 Seminars 

   January 13 - 18, 2020 

   Backflow Assembly Tester Course & Exam 

Location:  Bozeman 
The 6-day course is comprised of lectures on backflow and cross-connection  
control and guided exercises in a wet lab to provide an understanding of the field 
testing methods for four types of backflow prevention assemblies.  It is designed for 
first-time testers and those needing a refresher course. ABPA administers 
written exams on the afternoon of the fifth day and practical exams on day six.   
CECs:  up to 3.25 Dual    FEES:  $840 Entire Course; $370 2.5 day refresher 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

Look for agendas and specific seminar details on the sponsor’s 

website or for training announcements in the mail. 

   January 22, 2020 

   Annual Small System and Colony Training 
 

Location:    Great Falls 

This workshop consists of a variety of topics relevant to small system water & 
wastewater operators.  Specific topics for this session were not determined at the 
printing of this calendar, but an agenda will be posted on the MRWS website at least 
2 weeks prior to training.  Check it out at www.mrws.org.  
CECs:  To be determined (Dual Credits)                 FEE:  None 

   January 23, 2020 

   Operator Certification Review Session 

 

Location:  Great Falls 

Exam Prep for Small System Operators, Groundwater, Wastewater and Distribution.  
This session is a review and will cover terminology, math, and basic groundwater 
principles/lagoons.  Please study before attending! 

 
CECs:  None                     FEE:  None 

WEBINARS & WEBCASTS 

For information on AWWA Webinars contact Robin Barnes at 
MSAWWA or go to www.AWWA.org.   

For information on WEF webcasts contact Robin Barnes at 
MWEA or go to www.WEF.org.   

   January 15, 2020 

   Topics in Water/Wastewater Calculations,      

                         Chemistry and Treatment 

Location: Deer Lodge 

This training is for water operators & operators in training and will focus on general 
math and calculations specific to water/wastewater treatment.  For more information 
go to www.map-inc.org.  (Alternate date due to inclement weather: 1/22/20) 
CECs:   0.4 Dual          FEE:  None 

   January 7 & 9, 2020 

   VA/ERP & Safety for W/WW Operators  
 

Location:    Laurel (7) & Kalispell (9) 

This workshop will provide information and guidance on meeting the EPA’s Emer-
gency Response Plan requirements.  The afternoon will be filled with some basics in 
safe handling of chemicals, personal protection equipment, trenching & shoring, 
confined spaces, and lockout/tagout.                                                                      
CECs:  0.6 (Dual)                 FEE:  None 

   January 14, 2020 

   Chlorine and other Disinfection  
 

Location:    Missoula 

Learn about the options systems have for disinfection including UV and ozone.  All 
forms of chlorine will be covered for disinfection and regulation.  Learn the proper-
ties, history, applications, feed equipment, handling, maintenance and chlorine safe-
ty.  For operators, managers, and anyone working with chlorine.   Check it out at 
www.mrws.org.                                                                                                        
CECs:  0.6 (Dual)                  FEE:  None 



 

AWWA -  International Symposium on  
Waterborne Pathogens 

April 13 - 15, 2015  -  Savannah, GA 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
   

  1 New Year’s Day 2 3 4 

5 6 
 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20  Martin Luther        
      King Day 

 
 

21 22 
 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       

ABPA Tester & Refresher Exams 
METC - Bozeman 

Small System & Colony 
Training  

MRWS - Great Falls 

January 2020 

Operator Certification 
 Review Session 

MRWS - Great Falls 

 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester’s & Refresher Course  -  METC - Bozeman 

Water / Wastewater     
Calculations 

MAP - Deer Lodge 

Operator Math 
RATES - Baker 

VA/ERP & Safety for 
W/WW Operators 
MRWS - Laurel 

VA/ERP & Safety for 
W/WW Operators 
MRWS - Kalispell 

Chlorine and other       
          Disinfection   

MRWS - Missoula 



 

February 2020 Seminars 

   February 3 - 8, 2020 

   Backflow Assembly Tester Course & Exam 

Location:  Great Falls   
Please see the January 13-18, 2020 description. 
CECs:  up to 3.25 Dual    FEES:  $840 Entire Course; $370 2.5 day refresher 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

Look for agendas and specific seminar details on the sponsor’s 

website or for training announcements in the mail. 

   March 5 Application/Exam Registration Deadlines: 
 New application: 02/05/2020 
 Exam registration: 02/20/2020 

   February 12, 2020 

   Topics in Water/Wastewater Calculations,  

                        Chemistry and Treatment 

Location: Lewistown 

This training is for water operators & operators in training and will focus on general 
math and calculations specific to water/wastewater treatment.  For more information 
go to www.map-inc.org.  (Alternate date due to inclement weather: 2/19/20) 
CECs:   0.4 Dual          FEE:  None 

   February 11, 2020 

   Chlorine and other Disinfection  
 

Location:    Great Falls 

Learn about the options systems have for disinfection including UV and ozone.  All 
forms of chlorine will be covered for disinfection and regulation.  Learn the         
properties, history, applications, feed equipment, handling, maintenance and      
chlorine safety.  For operators, managers, and anyone working with chlorine.   
Check it out at www.mrws.org.                                                                                       
CECs:  0.6 (Dual)                  FEE:  None 

   February 18, 2020 

  Automatic Control Valves  

Location:   Belgrade 

This in-depth training provided by Pipestone Equipment will cover basic hydraulics, 
installation, maintenance, troubleshooting, valve applications, and the purpose of 
pilot valves.  Lack of valve maintenance is the   major cause of failure.  In cold 
weather climates, valves require extra measures to insure proper, uninterrupted 
operation.  
CECs:  To be determined (Dual)         FEE:  None 

February 25, 26 & 27, 2020 

Mueller Hydrant and Valve 

 

Location:  Lewistown (25), Miles City (26) & Sidney (27) 

Learn the proper way to disassemble and reassemble your hydrants properly.     
Discover safe ways to repair a hydrant.  Learn how to determine which valve is the 
right valve for your needs.  (Stop by the nearest workshop location to your Utility!) 

CECs:  0.4 (Water)      FEE:  None 

   February 20, 2020 

  CEC Fair  

Location:   To Be Determined 

This workshop will be a variety of topics for all operators.  Agenda TBA. 
CECs:  To be determined (Dual)         FEE:  None 

   March 19 Application/Exam Registration Deadlines: 
 New application: 02/19/2020 
 Exam registration: 03/05/2020 

   March 27 Application/Exam Registration Deadlines: 
 New application: 02/27/2020 
 Exam registration: 03/13/2020 



 

February 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         1 

2 Groundhog Day 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 Valentine’s Day 15 

16 17 Presidents’ Day 18 19 

 
20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester’s & Refresher Course 
METC - Great Falls 

ABPA Tester & Refresher Exams 
Great Falls 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Montana Water Well Drillers Association Annual Convention 
February 5 - 7, 2020 in Billings, MT 

Water / Wastewater     
Calculations 

MAP - Lewistown 

Chlorine and other       
          Disinfection   
MRWS - Great Falls 

Automatic Control 
Valves 

MRWS - Belgrade 
CEC Fair 

MRWS - TBD 

Mueller Hydrant/Valve 
MRWS - Lewistown 

Mueller Hydrant/Valve 
MRWS - Miles City Mueller Hydrant/Valve 

MRWS - Sidney 

National Rural Water Rally 
Washington, DC 



 

   March 3 - 5, 2020 

  28th Annual Spring Water School 

  Location:  Billings 
This water and wastewater operator training school is for both entry-level and experienced 
operators and managers. Topics covered will range from groundwater to surface water treat-
ment and from wastewater lagoons to process control of activated sludge facilities. It will also 
cover maintenance, safety, & regulations.   
CECs:  up to 2.0 W/WW & Dual        FEE:  $225  

March 2020 Seminars 

   March 17 - 19, 2020 

  26th Annual Spring Water School 

   Location:  Missoula 
This water and wastewater operator training school is for both entry-level and experienced 
operators and managers. Topics covered will range from groundwater to surface water treat-
ment and from wastewater lagoons to process control of activated sludge facilities. It will also 
cover maintenance, safety, & regulations.   
CECs:  up to 2.0 W/WW & Dual        FEE:  $225  

   March 17 - 19, 2020 

   Spring Operator Certification Review Session 

    Location: Missoula 
This review will help prepare operators for all levels of certification exams, but primarily focus-
es on groundwater and wastewater systems.  The sessions are only for review and clarifica-
tion.  Operators need to study before attending these sessions!  MRWS will cover as many 
areas as time allows, including terms, regulations, treatment, distribution, wastewater, etc. (@ 
the Missoula Spring School.) 
CECs:  None      FEE: $225 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

   March 3 - 5, 2020 

  Spring Operator Certification Review Session 

  Location: Billings 
This review will help prepare operators for all levels of certification exams, but primarily focus-
es on groundwater and wastewater systems.  The sessions are only for review and clarifica-
tion.  Operators need to study before attending these sessions!  MRWS will cover as many 
areas as time allows, including terms, regulations, treatment, distribution, wastewater, etc. (@ 
the Billings Spring School.)  
CECs:  None      FEE: $225 

March 25 - 27, 2020 

41st Annual Tech Conference & Exhibition Show 

Location: Great Falls    
This year’s conference promises to be entertaining and educational!  You will find many new 
session topics that have not been offered before.  In addition to learning, MRWS will also 
provide an evening of entertainment that is sure to be a hit.  Browse through the exhibit 
booths and visit with vendors to see what new Products & Services are available for your 
system.  For more info go to:  www.mrws.org 
CECs:  To Be Determined (W/WW & Dual Credits)     FEE:  TBA 

   March 18, 2020 

   Water Operator Training 

   Location: Hardin 
 
This training is for water operators & operators in training.  It will focus on sampling and rule 
compliance.  It will also cover cross connections and what to do after a main break, to ensure 
safe and compliant operations.  For more information go to www.map-inc.org. 
CECs:   0.4 Water          FEE:  None 

   March 24, 2020 

  Optimization Workshop with USDA/AWWA 

                  Location:  Great Falls  
This session will focus on General Management/Administration, Financial Management, Asset 
Management, Source Protection/Production, and Distribution Systems. Participants in this 
workshop will learn how to assess their systems and identify areas for improvement, and 
learn about available low-interest funding options.                  
CECs:  0.8 W/WW Dual        FEE:  FREE 

   March 5 Application/Exam Registration Deadlines: 
 New application: 02/05/2020 
 Exam registration: 02/20/2020 

 
 

March 19 Application/Exam Registration Deadlines: 
 New application: 02/19/2020 
 Exam registration: 03/05/2020 
 
 
March 27 Application/Exam Registration Deadlines: 
 New application: 02/27/2020 
 Exam registration: 03/13/2020 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8  Daylight Saving  
     Begins 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 St. Patrick's Day 18 19  Spring Begins 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

March 2020 

28th Annual Spring Water School  /  METC  -  Billings 

26th Annual Spring Water School METC  -  Missoula 

Certification Exams 
MTDEQ  -  Missoula 

Certification Exams 
MTDEQ  -  Great Falls 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Certification Exams 
MTDEQ  -  Billings 

41st Annual Technical Conference  & Exhibition Show 
MRWS  -  Great Falls 

Optimization Workshop with 
USDA/AWWA 

METC - Great Falls 

Water Operator Training 
MAP - Hardin 

SafetyFestMT - March 16 - 19  /  Missoula  (Missoula College) 

Spring School Op Certification Review Session /  MRWS  -  Billings 

Spring School Op Certification Review  /  MRWS  -  Missoula 

Montana Water Summit / DNRC - Helena 



 

April 2020 Seminars 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

WEBINARS & WEBCASTS 

For information on AWWA Webinars contact Robin Barnes at 
MSAWWA or go to www.AWWA.org.   

For information on WEF webcasts contact Robin Barnes at 
MWEA or go to www.WEF.org.   

   April 7 - 8, 2020 

   Surface Water Treatment  

Location:  Havre 
A two day seminar to cover surface water treatment topics related to conventional 
treatment including flocculation and coagulations, filter assessments, rules and 
regulations, new technologies and jar testing. 
CECs:  1.6  Water        FEE:  $220 

    April 9, 2020 

        Maintaining SDWA Compliance 

Location:  Havre 

Gain an understanding of existing and upcoming drinking water regulations such as 
the RTCR, Groundwater Rule, SWTR, and LCR.  Come away with knowledge on 
managing distribution system operations to prevent microbial or chemical            
contamination, compliance monitoring schedules, methods and other requirements, 
and an understanding of the importance of optimizing treatment plant operations in 
enhancing distribution system quality. 

CECs:  0.8 Water             FEE:  FREE 

April 21 - 23, 2020 

MSAWWA Preconference & MSAWWA &     

   MWEA Joint Conference 

  Location:  Great Falls 
“Improved Efficiency through Control Systems” is the title for the 2020 MSAWWA        
preconference.  The Joint Conference Program Committee’s theme is:  “Working 
Together to Protect Montana’s Water Resources”.  Emphasis is on subjects of  
specific pertinence to Montana and the Western United States.                                        
CECs:  up to 2.0              FEE:  To Be Determined 

   April 2, 2020 

  Water Audits, Water Loss & Leak Detection 

Location: Superior 

This session will help clerks, boards, and operators in the field to calculate water 
losses & promote water conservation by discovering water losses through audits, 

detecting water leaks through conventional methods, and to maintain safe drinking 
water by understanding cross connection hazards.  Attendees will spend             
approximately one-half of the day in the classroom and the other half in the field with 

hands-on training.   
CECs:  0.7 Water & 0.3 Wastewater   FEE:  None 

Look for agendas and specific seminar details on the sponsor’s 

website or for training announcements in the mail.  More APRIL 

WORKSHOPS on top of NEXT PAGE! 

   April 7, 21, 23 & 28, 2020 

  Sampling & Monitoring for Small Drinking  

  Water & Wastewater Systems 

Locations: Deer Lodge (7), Libby (21),            

                                       Shelby (23) and Livingston (28)     

 
This session will provide information on the importance of sampling and              
understanding laboratory results used for process control and compliance          

monitoring for both water and wastewater.  We will also discuss the various forms 
required for compliance reporting.  This training is geared towards small-medium 
sized water and wastewater systems.  Attendees will be taught how to retrieve    
system specific records from DEQ’s “Drinking Water Watch” website, & how to find 

your online Sampling & Monitoring Schedule.  

   
CECs:  0.7 Dual  (April 7 & 28 = 0.6 Dual)   FEE:  None 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
        

  1 2 3 4 

5 6 
 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 Easter Day 13 

 
14 15 Tax Day 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 

 
23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

April  2020 

MSAWWA & MWEA Annual Joint Conference 
 Great Falls 

Maintaining SDWA 
Compliance 

METC & MSAWWA 
Havre 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

MSAWWA Preconference 
Great Falls 

Surface Water Treatment   
METC  -  Havre 

Water Operator Training 
MAP - Hardin 

Lagoon Performance 
Optimization 

MAP - Billings 

Operator Math 
RATES - Joliet 

Water Audits, Water Loss 
& Leak Detection 
MRWS - Superior 

Sampling, Monitoring & Lab 
Analysis for Water/WW  
MRWS - Deer Lodge 

Sampling & Monitoring     
MRWS - Shelby 

Sampling, Monitoring & Lab 
Analysis for Water/WW      

MRWS - Libby 

Sampling, Monitoring & Lab 
Analysis for Water/WW      

MRWS - Livingston 



 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

2020 April Seminars 2020 May Seminars 

   May 6, 2020 

   Topics in Water/Wastewater Calculations,  

                        Chemistry and Treatment 

Location: Shelby 

This training is for water operators & operators in training and will focus on general 
math and calculations specific to water/wastewater treatment.  For more information 
go to www.map-inc.org. 
CECs:   0.4 Dual          FEE:  None 

   April 29, 2020 

   Water Operator Training 

   Location: Hardin 

This training is for water operators & operators in training.  It will focus primarily on 
the LCR, RTCR, compliance sampling, as well as operation and maintenance.  For 
more information go to www.map-inc.org. 
CECs:   0.4 Water          FEE:  None 

   April 15, 2020 

   Lagoon Performance Optimization 

Location:  Billings 

This training is for those operating wastewater lagoon systems.  It will focus primarily 
on maximizing lagoon performance through optimization and maintenance.  It will 
also cover sampling and monitoring under NPDES permits.  For more information go 
to www.map-inc.org. 
CECs:  0.4 WW       FEE:  None 

   May 5 & 7, 2020 

  Sampling & Monitoring for Small Drinking  

  Water and Wastewater Systems 

Locations: Polson (5), Thompson Falls (7)     

 
This session will provide information on the importance of sampling and              
understanding laboratory results used for process control and compliance          

monitoring for both water and wastewater.  We will also discuss the various forms 
required for compliance reporting.  This training is geared towards small-medium 
sized water and wastewater systems.  Attendees will be taught how to retrieve    
system specific records from DEQ’s “Drinking Water Watch” website, & how to find 

your online Sampling & Monitoring Schedule.  

CECs:  0.7 Dual      FEE:  None 

   May 12 & 14, 2020 

  Couplings and Connections  

Location:   Townsend (12) & Conrad (14) 

Water and wastewater infrastructure degradation is rapidly becoming the number 
one concern of utilities across the country, including Montana.  This session will 

touch on what can be done to repair lines of all sizes and how to make those repairs 
and/or replacements safely. 

CECs:  0.6 Dual                 FEE:  None 

Notes 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10  Mother’s Day 11 

 
12 13 14 15 16 
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25  Memorial Day 26 27 28 29 30 

May  2020 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Surface Water Treatment   
METC  -  Bozeman 

Topics in                    
Water / Wastewater     

Calculations, Chemistry 
and Treatment 
MAP - Shelby 

Budget/Rate Setting 101 
RATES - Glasgow 

Couplings & Connections 
MRWS - Townsend 

Couplings & Connections 
MRWS - Conrad 

Glacier Park & Small  
System Operator Training 

MRWS - West Glacier 

SafetyFestMT - (May 12 - 14 ) - Miles City (Miles Community College)  

Sampling, Monitoring & Lab 
Analysis for Water/WW  

MRWS - Polson 

Sampling, Monitoring & Lab 
Analysis for Water/WW  

MRWS - Thompson Falls 

Sustainable Utility 
Management for W/WW 

Systems 
MRWS - Lewistown 



 

May 2020 Seminars 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

   June 30, 2020 

  Operator Certification Renewal Fees Due 

This is the last day to pay your fees and renew your water and or 
wastewater operator certification with the Department of               

Environmental Quality’s Operator Certification Program.                                   
 
Please contact Reta at 444-3434 or Jen at 444-4584 if you have not received your 
operator certification fee renewal notice. 

   May 20 - 21, 2020 

   Surface Water Treatment  

Location:  Bozeman 
A two day seminar to cover surface water treatment topics related to conventional 
treatment including flocculation and coagulations, filter assessments, rules and 
regulations, new technologies and jar testing. 
CECs:  1.6  Water        FEE:  $220 

May 19, 2020 

Sustainable Utility Management for Water & 

Wastewater Systems 

Location:  Lewistown 

This workshop will help utilities address a full range of challenges and improve the 
management of their operations and infrastructure.  Utilities will learn how to make 
improvements in the ten (10) key management areas, focusing first on their most 
pressing challenges.  Everyone involved in the “Decision Making” process should 
attend.  
CECs:  0.6 Dual         FEE:  None 

 May 27, 2020 

 Glacier Park & Small System Operator Training 

Location:  West Glacier 
A variety of topics will be covered related to both small ground & surface water    
systems.  Although MRWS gears this training towards the Park Service’s needs, the 
Park Service follows the same regulations as non-park systems and has a variety of 
small systems, so this training is beneficial to all system operators.   
CECs:  0.7 Water (Tentative)    FEE:  None 

June 2020 Seminars 

   June 9 - 10, 2020 

   Optimization of Mechanical Wastewater Plants 

Location:  Helena   
You will learn how to remove nutrients by re-engineering wastewater operation and 
maintenance practices in various types of mechanical wastewater treatment plants 
through improving existing treatment processes.  In turn, saving your system money 
& reducing the your system’s carbon footprint.  
CECs:  1.4 Wastewater        FEE:  None 

   June 15 - 20, 2020 

   Backflow Assembly Tester Course & Exam 

Location:  Kalispell 
Please see the January 13-18, 2020 description. 
CECs:  up to 3.25 Dual    FEES:  $840 Entire Course; $370 2.5 day refresher 

WEBINARS & WEBCASTS 

For information on AWWA Webinars contact Robin Barnes at 
MSAWWA or go to www.AWWA.org.   

For information on WEF webcasts contact Robin Barnes at 
MWEA or go to www.WEF.org.   

Notes 



 

30 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 
 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 Flag Day  15 

 
16 17 18 19 20 Summer Begins  

21  Father’s Day 
 

22 23 24 
 

25 26 27 

28 29 30     

June 2020 

AWWA Annual Conference & Exposition (ACE20) 
 June 14 - 17, 2020 in Orlando, Florida 

Optimization of Mechanical Wastewater Plants 
METC  -  Helena 

Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester’s & Refresher Course 
METC - Kalispell 

ABPA Tester & Refresher Exams 
Kalispell 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

National Rural Water Association Water In-Service Training 
St. Louis, MO 

Operator Certification 

Renewal Fees Due     

June 30, 2020       

MTDEQ  



 

July 2020 Seminars 

     July 6 - 7, 2020 

    Optimization of Lagoons & Troubleshooting     

    Lagoon Problems 

Location:  Glasgow   

Learn the best approaches to helping lagoons remove ammonia and meeting TSS 
and BOD limits, among other lagoon performance concerns.  If you operate a   
discharging lagoon, have ammonia limits, current or proposed, or other nutrient 
limits for TN or TP, this course will be of importance to you. 
CECs:  1.6 Wastewater            FEE:  None 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

  July 22 - 23, 2020 

  Onsite Wastewater Systems 

Location:  Helena 

Gain fundamental knowledge regarding on-site sewage facilities.  Learn about    
installer requirements; site evaluation and design considerations; soil evaluations 
and percolation rates; wastewater treatment; on-site sewage disposal laws,        
regulations and permitting procedures; septic tanks and grease tanks, public health 
and environmental considerations as well as public relations and education. 
CECs:  1.6 Wastewater          FEE:  $220 

Notes 

Look for agendas and specific seminar details                               

on the sponsor’s website or for training announcements 

in the mail. 

WEBINARS & WEBCASTS 

For information on AWWA Webinars contact Robin Barnes at 
MSAWWA or go to www.AWWA.org.   

For information on WEF webcasts contact Robin Barnes at 
MWEA or go to www.WEF.org.   



 

July  2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2  3 4 Independence    
   Day 

5 6 
 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 

 
14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 
 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Optimization of Lagoons &  
Troubleshooting Lagoon Problems 

METC  -  Glasgow 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

On-Site Wastewater Systems 
METC  -  Helena 



 

August 2020 Seminars 

   August 25 - 27, 2020 

   30th Annual Advanced Wastewater Training 

Location:  Yellow Bay   

This three day seminar will address current advanced wastewater troubleshooting 
techniques and laboratory procedures as related to biological nutrient removal 
(BNR) technology and other advanced types of wastewater treatment technology. 
Don’t miss out; this is the 30th Anniversary for holding this Valuable Wastewater 
Training Session.  We have added some extra cabins for this year’s event.  Hope to 
see you there, as a long term returning guest or as a first timer! 
CECs:  2.0 Wastewater         FEE:  TBA 

   August 13, 2020 

   Groundwater & SDWA 

Location:  Forsyth 
Learn about groundwater flow and characteristics, water quality testing and      
monitoring requirements and locating your systems’ information on DEQ’s Drinking 
Water Watch website and finding your sampling and monitoring schedules online.  
Gain an understanding of existing and upcoming drinking water regulations such as 
the RTCR, Groundwater Rule, SWTR, and LCR.   
CECs:  0.8  Water        FEE:  $110 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

WEBINARS & WEBCASTS 

For information on AWWA Webinars contact Robin Barnes at 
MSAWWA or go to www.AWWA.org.   

For information on WEF webcasts contact Robin Barnes at 
MWEA or go to www.WEF.org.   

Notes 

Look for agendas and specific seminar details on the sponsor’s 

website or for training announcements in the mail. 
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August  2020 

30th Annual Advanced Wastewater Training 
METC -  Yellow Bay 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Groundwater & SDWA 
Forsyth 

SafetyFestMT - Great Falls  (Great Falls College) 

National 

Purple 

Heart  

Day 

Friendship 

Day 



 

September 2020 Seminars 

   September 17, 2020 

   Wastewater Lagoon Systems 

Location:  Missoula 
This seminar is designed for those operating wastewater lagoon systems.  It will 
focus on design issues, performance and compliance.  Operators will get hands-on 
experience with using microscopes to understand biological principles and          
operational methods for monitoring lagoon processes and troubleshooting. 
CECs:  0.8 Wastewater        FEES:  $110 

   September 15 - 16, 2020 

   Environmental Health & Safety for W/WW 

Location:  Missoula   

Gain fundamental knowledge of maintaining a safe, healthful work environment, as 
well as protecting the local community and environment from potential hazards 
generated by water and wastewater system activities.  Operators will gain the 
knowledge to protect themselves against (1) blood borne pathogens and (2) heat 
and cold stress as well as the importance of (1) personal protective equipment, (2) 
hearing protection, (3) respiration protection, (4) hazard communication, (5)      
laboratory safety, and (6) chemical security and spill cleanup.  Also understand the    
components of lockout/tagout, permit required confined space and trenching,    
shoring and excavation safety programs. 
CECs:  1.6 Dual           FEE:  TBA 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

   September 30, 2020 

   Wastewater Pretreatment 

Location:  Havre 

Learn from your Montana cohorts and invited speakers about various pretreatment 
programs in Montana and around the nation.  Also, learn how to start or improve a 
pretreatment program in your system. 
CECs:  0.8 Wastewater         FEE:  $110 

   September 10, 2020 

  Water Audits, Water Loss & Leak Detection 

Location: Bigfork 

This session will help clerks, boards, and operators in the field to calculate water 
losses & promote water conservation by discovering water losses through audits, 

detecting water leaks through conventional methods, and to maintain safe drinking 
water by understanding cross connection hazards.  Attendees will spend             
approximately one-half of the day in the classroom and the other half in the field with 

hands-on training.   
CECs:  0.7 Water & 0.3 Wastewater   FEE:  None 

   October 29 Application/Exam Registration  
   Deadlines: 
 

  New application: 09/29/2020 
  Exam registration: 10/15/2020 

Notes 
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24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

September  2020 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Wastewater  
Pretreatment 

METC & MWEA 
Havre 

Environmental Health & Safety for W/WW 
METC - Missoula 

Wastewater Lagoon 
Systems 

METC - Missoula 

Budget/Rate Setting 101 
RATES - Missoula 

Water Audits, Water Loss 
& Leak Detection 
MRWS - Bigfork 

National Rural Water Association Water Pro Conference 
Phoenix, AZ 



 

   October 27 - 29, 2020 
 

            87
th

 Annual School for Water & Wastewater  

                               Operators & Managers 

 

  Location:  Bozeman   

 
     This three day annual school is designed for entry level and experienced                        
     operators and managers. It features an array of topics from basic to                 
     advanced water topics for groundwater, surface water and distribution             
     systems and basic to advanced wastewater topics for lagoon, mechanical        
     and collection systems.  Maintenance, safety, current regulations and             
     management issues are also covered.  Speakers are of national and local       
     acclaim.  MTDEQ will provide Exam Review Sessions for those planning to   
     take exams on October 29, 2020. 
 
      Study before attending review. 
 

      CECs:  up to 2.25 W/WW                                     FEE:  $250 

 

   October 5 - 10, 2020 

   Backflow Assembly Tester Course & Exam 

Location:  Billings   
 
The 6-day course is comprised of lectures on backflow and cross-connection  
control and guided exercises in a wet lab to provide an understanding of the field 
testing methods for four types of backflow prevention assemblies.  It is designed for 
first-time testers and those needing a refresher course. The ABPA administers writ-
ten exams on the afternoon of the fifth day and practical exams on day six. 
   
CECs:  3.25 Dual    FEES:  $840 Entire Course; $420 2.5 day refresher 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

October 2020 Seminars 

Look for agendas and specific seminar details on the sponsor’s 

website or for training announcements in the mail. 

WEBINARS & WEBCASTS 

For information on AWWA Webinars contact Robin Barnes at 
MSAWWA or go to www.AWWA.org.   

For information on WEF webcasts contact Robin Barnes at 
MWEA or go to www.WEF.org.   

October 20 - 22, 2020 

15th Annual National Park Service &  

       Small System Utility Operator Training 

Location:  West Yellowstone 

A variety of topics will be covered related to small systems, both ground & surface 

water.  This training session is geared towards the needs of the park service and 
small systems, but is open to all operators, both water and wastewater.  Although 
the primary focus is water, there are generally many dual credit sessions, and there 
may be one or two sessions dedicated to wastewater.  Check the MRWS website for 

the agenda as it nears the seminar dates. 

CECs:  To Be Determined (Generally over 2.0 CEC’s Available)    FEE:  None 

   October 29 Application/Exam Registration  
   Deadlines: 
 

      New application: 09/29/2020 
      Exam registration: 10/15/2020 



 

Certification Exams 
MTDEQ - Bozeman 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12  Columbus Day 
 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 
 

20 21 
 

22 23 24 

25 
 

26 
 

27 28 29   30 31  Halloween 

93rd Annual WEF Technical Exhibition & Conference 
October 3 - 7, 2020 in New Orleans, Louisiana 

Certification Exams 
MTDEQ  -  Bozeman 

ABPA Tester &  
Refresher Exams / Billings 

Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester’s & Refresher Course / METC - Billings 

87th Annual School for Water & Wastewater Operators & Managers 
METC, MTDEQ, MSU & MWC - Bozeman 

October 2020 

 

Montana League of Cities & Towns 89th Annual Conference / Kalispell 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Surface Water 
RATES - Butte or Fairmont 

15th Annual National Park Service & Small System Utility Operator Training 
MRWS - West Yellowstone 

MT AWRA Annual Conference / Butte 



 

November 2020 Seminars 

Notes 
    November 5, 2020 

   Maintaining SDWA Compliance 

Location:  Wolf Point   

Gain an understanding of existing and upcoming drinking water regulations such as 
the RTCR, Groundwater Rule, SWTR, and LCR.  Come away with knowledge on 
managing distribution system operations to prevent microbial or chemical            
contamination, compliance monitoring schedules, methods and other requirements, 
and an understanding of the importance of optimizing treatment plant operations in 
enhancing distribution system quality. 
CECs:  0.8 Water             FEE:  FREE 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

   November 17, 2020 

   Communication Skills 

Location:  Great Falls 
This seminar will address some communication situations operators, managers, 
and administrators may find in the workplace and how to  communicate better with 
others.  It will include such topics as credibility, public relations, social media, and 
more. 
CECs:  0.8  Dual        FEE:  $110 

WEBINARS & WEBCASTS 

For information on AWWA Webinars contact Robin Barnes at 
MSAWWA or go to www.AWWA.org.   

For information on WEF webcasts contact Robin Barnes at 
MWEA or go to www.WEF.org.   

Look for agendas and specific seminar details on the 

sponsor’s website or for training announcements in the mail. 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 Daylight Savings 
    Ends 

2 3 Election Day 4 5 6 7 

8 9 
 

10   11 Veterans’ Day 

 
 

12 13 14 
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22 23 24 25 
 

26 Thanksgiving 

 
27 28 

29 
 

30      

November  2020 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Communication Skills 
METC - Great Falls 

Maintaining SDWA 
Compliance 

METC - Wolf Point 

SafetyFestMT - Bozeman  (GranTree Inn) 

Operator Math 
RATES - Alberton 



 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

from 

METC, 

MSU-Northern,  

& Montana DEQ 

and Best Wishes 

for the 

NEW YEAR!!! 

December 2020 Seminars 

WEBINARS & WEBCASTS 

For information on AWWA Webinars contact Robin Barnes at 
MSAWWA or go to www.AWWA.org.   

For information on WEF webcasts contact Robin Barnes at 
MWEA or go to www.WEF.org.   

Look for agendas and specific seminar details on the sponsor’s 

website or for training announcements in the mail. 

Seminar Sponsors 

METC 

MONTANA  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

TRAINING CENTER 

265-3763 

MAP 

MIDWEST  

ASSISTANCE  

PROGRAM 

(406) 580-4812 

MTDEQ  

MONTANA DEQ 

CERTIFICATION  

OFFICE 

444-3434 

MWC 

MONTANA 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  

WATER CENTER 

994-6690 

MWEA 

MONTANA WATER  

ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

761-7004 Ext 203 

MSAWWA 

MT SECTION  

AMERICAN WATER  

WORKS ASSOCIATION 

546-5496 

MRWS 

MONTANA  

RURAL WATER  

SYSTEMS 

454-1151 

SAFETYFESTMT 

444-5267 

RATES 

RURAL & TRIBAL  

ENVIRONMENTAL  

SOLUTIONS 

406-861-7696 

 

Notes 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 
 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 

 
15 16 17 18 19 

20 21     Winter Begins 
 

22 23   
 

24 Christmas Eve 25   Christmas Day 26 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 29 30 31    New Years Eve   

       

December  2020 

 

Office:   (406) 265-3763 
Fax:  (406) 945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 

Montana Environmental Training Center 
Room 108 Hagener, MSU-Northern 
P.O. Box 7751 
Havre, M 59501 

Surface Water 
RATES - Billings 



 

The following correspondence and online courses have been approved by the Operator Certification Program for CEC’s.  

   MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY-NORTHERN WASTEWATER COURSES 
   Dr. Carol Reifschneider    Fundamentals of Wastewater Treatment  1.5 CECs     $30 
   P.O. Box 7751     Facultative Lagoons   1.0 CECs     $30 
   Havre, MT 59501 

       Phone: (406) 406-265-4126              DUAL COURSES 
       Email: reifschneider@msun.edu             Applied Physics for Water and Wastewater   1.5 CECs     $30 
       Website: http://www.msun.edu             Hypochlorination for Water and Wastewater  1.0 CECs     $30 
DRINKING WATER & DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM COURSES                 Gas Chlorination for Water and Wastewater  1.5 CECs     $40 
Introduction to Groundwater    0.5 CECs     $20 
Introduction to Distribution Systems    0.5 CECs     $20  

CORRESPONDENCE & ONLINE COURSES 

   DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY  WASTEWATER COURSES 
   Peter Boettcher      #G1 POTW Self Assessment for Mechanical Treatment Plants,  
   P.O. Box 200901                        workbook for WWTP operators  
   Helena, MT 59620-0901              (Only one workbook/system/year)  -  1.0 CECs WW 
 Phone: (406) 247-4453                   #G1 POTW Self Assessment for Wastewater Lagoons,  
 Email:  pboettcher@mt.gov              workbook for lagoon operators 
 Website:  http://www.deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/opcert/default.mcpx           (Only one workbook/system/year)  -  0.5 CECs WW 

Notes 



 

 

APPROVED TRAINING PROVIDERS 
An Approved Training Provider is an organization whose primary focus is to train and provide continuing education opportunities to water and wastewater operators.  The       
organization cannot have a vested interest in selling or marketing any product or service related to water or wastewater other than training.  This organization has met the      
approval of the Department of Environmental Quality Water and Wastewater Operator Certification Program, with guidance from the Continuing Education Credit Review      
Committee, and the Montana Water and Wastewater Operator Advisory Council.  For anyone who wants to be an Approved Training Provider (ATP) they must turn an            
application in to the MTDEQ Operator Certification Office.  ATP status is good for two years.  At the end of the two years the ATP must re-apply.  The current two-year period 
began on June 1, 2018 and will end on May 31, 2020.   

http://deq.mt.gov/water/operatorcertification 

Please contact Reta Therriault at (406) 444-3434 

for information regarding training providers or 

becoming an approved training provider. 

CONTACT 
 City of Billings 

 METC 

 MRWS 

 MSAWWA 

 MSU-Northern 

 MT DEQ 

 RATES 

2018 - 2020 Approved Training Providers 

 Missoula Water  

 CEU Plan 

 Technical Learning College 

 360water 

 Office of Water Programs (CSUS) 

 MAP 

 Zarathom 

WEBSITE 

TRAINING PROVIDERS 

     
     
 

    CEU Plan provides affordable state approved online training solutions   
    for the purpose of water, wastewater, environmental health, and  
    engineering professional license renewal - recertification throughout  
    the United States. 
                  
    COURSES 
    CEU Plan has over 200 courses available online starting at $9.95.  Courses are              
    available for drinking water and wastewater operators, distribution and collection system    
    personnel, laboratory practices, small community system operators, and engineers and    
    regulatory personnel.  CEU Plan is available 24/7 - all courses listed have been  
    approved by the MDEQ Operator Certification Program. 
 
    Bill Edgar - General Manager     
    P.O. Box 10355      
    Brooksville, FL  34603          
    Phone:  (352) 754-1259                         
    Email:  wwedgar@ceuplan.org 

CEU PLAN 

http://www.ceuplan.com 

http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/opcert/CECinfo.mcpx
http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/opcert/CECinfo.mcpx
http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/opcert/AdvisoryCouncil.mcpx


 

 

Dedicated to the protection of the quality of Montana’s Environment through 
“Training and Education” since 1988. 

MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRAINING CENTER 
MSU-NORTHERN 
P.O. Box 7751  (Hagener Science Center, Rm 108) 
Havre, MT 59501 
Phone: 406-265-3763 office    
Fax:  406-945-9215 
Email:  metc@msun.edu 
Website:  www.msun.edu/grants/metc 

STEERING COMMITTEE:  Activities are directed by a five-member Steering  
Committee comprised of two members from the Montana Department of  
Environmental Quality (MTDEQ), two members from MSU-Northern and one  
member-at-large.  Currently the members are Jon Dilliard and Ryan Weiss from 
MTDEQ, Carol Reifschneider and Lorren Schlotfeldt from MSU-Northern.  The   
member-at-large is Drue Newfield, City of Havre WWTP Superintendent. 
 
 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  This diverse group of people meet at least once a 
year to review and advise on METC activities. Since a key to the success of water 
and wastewater operators, members of the Advisory Committee are selected from  
the various training organizations in the state, water and wastewater plants, and  
professional engineers. 
 
 
ANNUAL TRAINING CALENDAR, NEWS & TRAINING ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 2,500 METC Training Calendars are published annually and delivered to  
        environmental professionals across Montana, the United States and Canada. 

 METC News is published on our website and serves as an informational news 
bulletin with articles and information that is of interest to our readers. 

 The Quarterly Training Announcements  highlight upcoming METC training   
seminars and direct people to the METC website for seminar agendas and   
more information about METC training. 

MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRAINING CENTER 

GOALS:  The Montana Environmental Training Center (METC) is a training  
                    organization whose goals are to: 

 Provide a base for state training coordination. 

 Develop and implement effective training and technical guidance for water    
and wastewater operators, managers, and other environmental and public 
health  

        professionals. 

 Help ensure the preservation of the large public investment in water and  
        wastewater systems. 

Notes 



 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development (USDA/RD) 
Water & Environmental Loan & Grant Program       
Grants & Loans (Federal) 
Contact: Steve Troendle  (406) 585-2520 
2229 Boot Hill Court 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
Website:  www.rd.usda.gov/mt 

Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) 
Public Works Grants (Federal)  
Contact: John Rogers  (406) 449-5380 
P.O. Box 578  
Helena, MT 59624  
Website:  www.eda.gov 

Montana Department of Natural  
Resources & Conservation (DNRC) 
Resource Development Bureau-Renewable 
Resource Grant & Loan Program (RRGL) 
Grants & Loans (State) 
a. Renewable Resource Grants and Loans  
b. Project Planning Grants  
c. Emergency Grant Program  
Contact:  Lindsay Volpe (406) 444-9766  
P.O. Box 201601  
Helena, MT 59620-1601  
Website:  www.dnrc.mt.gov 

Montana Department of Commerce 
(DOC)  
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Program  
Public Facility Grants & Planning Grants 
(State/Federal)  
Contact: Gus Byrom  (406) 841-2777 
P.O. Box 200523  
Helena, MT 59620-0523  
Website:  www.commerce.mt.gov    

INTERCAP Loan Program (DOC) 
Loans (State)  
Contact: Louise Welsh  (406) 444-0891 
MT Board of Investments  
P.O. Box 200126  
Helena, MT 59620-0126 
https://investmentmt.com/INTERCAP 

Treasure State Endowment Program 
(TSEP) (DOC)  
a. Construction Grants  
b. Preliminary Engineering Grants  
c. Emergency Grants  
Contact: (406) 841-2770 
P.O. Box 200523  
Helena, MT 59620-0523  
https://comdev.mt.gov/programs/TSEP 

Dept. of Housing & Urban Development 
(HUD) 
Loans (Federal) 
Contact: (406) 449-5050 
Power Block Building 
7 West 6th Avenue 
Helena, MT  59601 
Website:  www.hud.gov/states/montana/offices 

Montana Coal Board Grant Program  
(DOC) 
Grants (State)  
Contact: (406) 841-2770 
Montana Coal Board / MDOC  
P.O. Box 200523  
Helena, MT 59620-0523 
https://comdev.mt.gov/Boards/Coal 

MONTANA PUBLIC UTILITIES FUNDING AGENCIES 

 

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
1520 6th Avenue 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT  59620-0901 
Website:  http://www.deq.mt.gov 
 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF DEQ are the legal guidelines, values, and beliefs  
of  the DEQ. 

 Upholding the constitution in a consistent manner. 

 Working for a clean and healthful environment. 

 Improving cooperation and coordination among various bureaus and divisions 
and with Federal, State, and Local organizations. 

 Reaching potential with our employees, enhancing professional judgment in  
       carrying out their duties.  

The Department of Environmental Quality’s mission  
is to protect, sustain, and improve a clean a healthful environment to benefit present and future generations. 

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY SECTION          SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 
Monitoring/Reporting - Gino Pizzini - 444-6972       Carolyn DeMartino  -  444-0820 
Field Services - Greg Butts - 755-8967           
Helena Office - 444-4400            WATER POLLUTION CONTROL  
Kalispell Office - 755-8985                     Mike Abrahamson - 444-6776  
Billings Office - 247-4445                      
                     OPERATOR CERTIFICATION 
STATE REVOLVING FUND (SRF)          Greg Olsen -  444-4093 
Drinking Water SRF             
Mark Smith - 444-5325           PUBLIC WATER & SUBDIVISION   
Wastewater SRF            ENGINEERING REVIEW                         
Mike Abrahamson - 444-6776                      Rachel Clark - 444-6722 



 

MIDWEST ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

Solutions 

MAP is dedicated to working side-by-side with small, rural communities and tribal nations to find creative, innovative and local solutions to their problems. MAP helps 

communities find solutions in the areas of capacity building, compliance, disaster management, management and finance, operations and maintenance, planning and 

development, and much more.  

www.map-inc.org 

Midwest Assistance Program (MAP) has been helping communities and tribal nations find solutions to their infrastructure and development needs through information, 

resource management, expertise, and technical assistance since 1979. MAP provides solutions to rural communities and tribal nations each year in Iowa, Kansas, 

Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming. Communities are revitalized through help from MAP which then strengthens the 

future and vitality of rural America. 

Water & Wastewater 

Faced with compliance, pollution, and management issues, communities turn to MAP, an established expert in water systems and wastewater treatment. Not only can 

MAP link them to sources for funding, they find creative solutions customized to each town's immediate infrastructure rehabilitation or replacement needs. 

Training 

MAP provides training at a variety of levels, see our training page for more details: www.map-inc.org/training.  Training is done one-on-one or in groups and can be 

customized to your needs.  Annually, MAP conducts nearly 100 training sessions, reaching more than 2,000 participants from communities and tribal nations. 

MAP’s Central Office Field Manager: MT & ND Technical Assistance Providers in Montana 

303 N. Market St Suite 2 Erinn Zindt Steve Shope Josh Jabalera Michelle Pond 

Maryville, MO 64468 PO Box 621 406.570.5293 406.694.9871 805.215.4018 

660.562.2575 Bozeman, MT 59771 sshope@map-inc.org jjabalera@map-inc.org mpond@map-inc.org 

Email: map@map-inc.org 

Website: map-inc.org 

406.580.4812 

ezindt@map-inc.org 

   



 

MONTANA WATER CENTER 

http://www.montanawatercenter.org/ 

TURNING SCIENCE INTO SOLUTIONS  

The Montana Water Center aims to investigate and resolve water problems by sponsoring statewide water-related research, educating and training present and future water 
professionals, and fostering collaboration among agencies and organizations focused on water resource research and management in Montana. 
 
The Montana University System Water Center, located at Montana State University-Bozeman, was established by a 1964 Act of Congress that created Water Resources   
Research Institutes at universities in 54 states and territories. Its mission is to mobilize the resources of Montana’s public universities to resolve the state’s water problems. 
With competing needs for agriculture, wildlife, industry, and rural and municipal water supply, Montana needs innovative solutions to help maintain healthy watersheds and 
protect our groundwater resources. The Montana Water Center is helping to identify, support, and disseminate these solutions. 
 
Each year the Montana Water Center administers modest seed grants to faculty and students through the U.S. Geological Survey’s Water Resources Research Program.     
Proposals are solicited and reviewed each fall by an advisory committee and external reviewers. Research supported through this program has been critical for understanding 
important water resource issues in the state, such as groundwater contamination, climate-water supply projections, post-fire soil erosion, and eutrophication of surface water. 
 
The Montana Water Center also helps support the annual meeting of the Montana Section of the American Water Resources Association (AWRA), a two-day conference 
providing a common meeting ground and the opportunity for knowledge exchange among the many water resource professionals and students in the state.  For more         
information, visit http://www.montanaawra.org. 
 
In 2018, the Montana Water Center worked with the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation and other state entities to convene the first Montana Water 
Summit, bringing together nearly 300 water resource professionals, policy makers, agricultural producers, and concerned citizens to discuss the challenges to Montana’s water 
future wrought by climate change and population growth and development. The 2nd biennial Water Summit will take place March 3-4, 2020. All interested parties welcome to 
attend; more information coming soon at http://www.montanawatercenter.org/. 
 
With support from Montana EPSCoR, and with the dual goals of providing unbiased, scientific information to address Montana ’s most critical water issues and better institution-
alizing cooperation between Montana’s University System and other water resource entities in the state, the Montana Water Center is participating in the creation of the Mon-
tana Water Consortium. As an initial pilot project for this effort, the Montana Water Center has convened an interdisciplinary working group to investigate and report on how 
changes in irrigated agriculture are impacting water supply in Montana. 
 
Based on continued interest and demand, training resources for water and wastewater operators created by the Montana Water Center between 2000 and 2010 have once 
again been made available for download on the Water Center website (http://www.montanawatercenter.org/wastewater-operator-resources). Resource titles include Operator 
Basics, Contamination Explorer, Water Quality Expedition, and more. 
 
For more information visit the Montana Water Center’s website at http://www.montanawatercenter.org/ or contact Wyatt Cross, Director at 406-994-2473,                             
wyatt.cross@montana.edu or Whitney Lonsdale, Assistant Director, at 406-994-6690, whitney.lonsdale@montana.edu. 

http://www.montanaawra.org/
http://www.montanawatercenter.org/
http://www.montanawatercenter.org/wastewater-operator-resources
http://www.montanawatercenter.org/
mailto:wyatt.cross@montana.edu%20
mailto:whitney.lonsdale@montana.edu


 

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY - NORTHERN 

MISSION STATEMENT 
MSU-Northern provides higher education to students for professional and technical learning careers 
through an institution dedicated to teaching and the pursuit of knowledge. 
 
VISION STATEMENT 
Montana State University-Northern will be known for its supportive, student-centered environment in 
which a unique mix of academic programs are responsive to local, regional, and state workforce 
needs, offered in an atmosphere that promotes student success. 
 
MSU-NORTHERN’S CORE THEMES 
1. Provide liberal arts, professional and technical programs that serve a diverse student  
       population. 
2. Promote a student centered and culturally enriched environment which fosters student success. 
3. Partner with external entities to enhance and expand learning experiences. 
   

DEGREE, CERTIFICATE & Minor Programs  

AGRICULTURE      BUSINESS      GRADUATE EDUCATION    
Agricultural Mechanics Technology - AAS, Minor  Accounting - Minor     Counselor Education - MEd 
Agricultural Operation’s Technology - BS   Business Administration - BS    Instruction & Learning - MS 
Agricultural Technology - AAS    Business Technology - BAS, Minor       
Applied Agriculture - Minor     Program of Study in Business Technology - AS  NURSING 
       Marketing:  Technical Sales & Service - Minor  Nursing - RN to BSN, ASN  
APPLIED SCIENCE     Small Business Management - Minor    
Applied Science - BAS     Trades Management - BAS    TRADES 
              Electrical Technology - AAS 
ARTS & SCIENCES     DIESEL       Manufacturing, AAS 
Biology - BS, Minor     Diesel Technology - BS, AAS, Minor, CAS   Plumbing Technology - AAS 
Community Leadership - BA, Minor    Diesel Technology:  Field Maintenance Option - BS  Welding Technology - CAS 
Criminal Justice - BS, Minor    Diesel Technology:  Equipment Management Option - BS  
General Education - AA            ONLINE DEGREES  
Graphic Design - BA     DRAFTING      Business - AS  
Health Promotion - BS, Minor    Design Drafting Technology - AAS    Criminal Justice - BS 
Liberal Studies - BA            Instruction & Learning - MEd 
Native American Studies - BA, Minor   EDUCATION      Nursing - RN to BSN  
Psychology      Art (K-12) - Minor      General Education - AA 
Wastewater Collection - CAS    Elementary Education (K-8) - BSEd    Community Leadership - BA 
Wastewater Treatment - CAS    English - BSEd      Business Administration - BS 
Water Distribution - CAS     Traffic Education (K-12) - Minor    Business Technology - BAS 
Water Treatment - CAS     Reading Specialist (K-12) - Minor    Trades Management - BAS 
       General Science (5-12) - BSEd     
AUTOMOTIVE      Health & Physical Education - (K-12) - BSEd   DEGREES in GREAT FALLS 
Automotive Technology - BS, AAS, Minor   Broad Field Social Science - (K-12) - BSEd   Elementary Education (K-8) - BSEd 
Fast Track Automotive Technology - AAS   Industrial Technology - (5-12) - BSEd   Counselor Education, MEd   
              Business Administration, BA  
       ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY    Business  Technology, BAS 
       Civil Engineering Technology - BS 
        

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Website:     www.msun.edu 
 
Admissions Office:     MSU-Northern 
                                   P.O. Box 7751 
                                   Cowan Hall 213 
                                   Havre, MT  59501 
                                   Phone:  (406) 265-3704 
                                   Toll Free:  (800) 662-6134 ext. 3704 
                                   E-mail:  admissions@msun.edu 



 

The Montana Section of AWWA 
(MSAWWA) is one of 43 sections of the American Water Works Association.  MSAWWA is part of the largest organization of its kind in the world. As the foremost water organi-
zation in the world, AWWA (www.awwa.org) leads the industry in meeting the needs and requirements of a water consuming public. 
 
The Montana Section is composed of over 250 members from utilities, engineering/consulting firms, state and local health agencies, and educational institutions in Montana. The 
Section has been active since it was first formed in the 1926. Paramount to its function, the Montana Section of AWWA provides educational opportunities to the water industry 
at the local level. The Section also supports an active small systems initiative, watchdog on legislation, and a strong public education program. 
 
The Montana Section of AWWA is a nonprofit organization that relies on member activity for success. You too can be part of this organization and enhance Montana’s  
awareness of potable water issues. The current Board of Directors for the Montana Section of AWWA are listed below and may be contacted for more information. 
 
OPERATOR SCHOLARSHIPS:  The creation of the One AWWA Operator Scholarship addresses the present and future workforce need for operators by providing 
training and educational funding. It also creates an opportunity for collaboration between the Association and Sections within The Water Equation Campaign.  AWWA’s The  
Water Equation Campaign and the Montana Section AWWA will award (2) One AWWA Operator Scholarships in the amount of $500 each for water operator training and      
education.  The scholarship award can be used for certification/licensure, two-year water related associate degree, technical school program, professional training program, 
books and manuals and operator related conferences.  More information available at http://www.montanawater.org/awards-scholarships/scholarships-available/.  Each        
scholarship recipient will also receive a one-year AWWA Operator membership. 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 
National Director - Greg Lukasik (406) 652-5000       Chair - John Alston (406) 582-3203    
Vice Chair - Jeff Jensen (406) 808-5215       Past Chair - Wayne Lovelis (406) 218-8038   Junior Trustee - Keeley Barry (406) 268-0626 
Sec./Treas. - David Carlson (406) 702-7716     Senior Trustee - Carrie Gardner (406) 495-6176     Exec. Sec. - Robin Barnes (406) 546-5496     

MONTANA SECTION OF THE  
AMERICAN WATERWORKS ASSOCIATION 

http://www.montanawater.org 

AWWA WEBINARS, CONFERENCES & SEMINARS 

Each year AWWA hosts a series of webinars, conferences and seminars on various water related topics ranging from water plant operations to water conservation.  All AWWA 
webcasts, conferences and seminars listed by AWWA at the time of calendar printing and their dates and times are listed on the calendar pages. 
 
For information on each webcast, conference or seminar and fees contact MSAWWA at (406) 546-5496 or go to the AWWA website www.awwa.org.  For information on CEC 
availability contact MTDEQ at (406) 444-3434. 

If you would like to become a member of MSAWWA and AWWA please contact anyone of the Board of Directors or the Executive Secretary at the numbers listed above. 
 
If you are a member please consider becoming active in the Montana section by joining one or more of the committees listed below.  To get a description of each committee  
contact the Executive Secretary.  To join a committee contact the Executive Secretary at the number listed above. 
 
    MSAWWA Committees:     Joint MSAWWA/MWEA Committees 
     Awards       Cross Connection Control  
     Education      Exhibitors 
     Legislative      Host City 
     Membership      Information Management 
     Water for People      Lifetime Achievement     
            Program 
            Public Outreach 
            Scholarship 
            Student & Young Professional 
 

MSAWWA MEMBERSHIP & COMMITTEES 



 

Vice President 
Neil Dezort 

(406) 863-2451 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

http://www.montanawater.org 

The Montana Water Environment Association (MWEA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of  
Montana’s Water Environment. The Association was organized in 1944 and soon thereafter affiliated with the Federation of Sewage Works 
Association, now known as the Water Environment Federation (WEF) www.wef.org. The Association is committed to advancing science and 
education, disseminating technical information, increasing public understanding, and promoting sound public policy in the water quality and 
water resource field. Present membership in MWEA is approximately 125. 

The Water Environment Federation is a nonprofit professional, education, and technical organization devoted to providing leadership, knowledge and guidance in the  
management of our nation’s water resources. Founded in 1928, the Federation has more than 40,000 members in 72 member associations, five corresponding associations 
and six recognized operator associations located throughout the world. Water Environment Federation members include engineers, scientists, wastewater treatment plant  
operators and managers, and others working in state and local government, federal agencies, industry, academia, and private practice. 
 
The Water Federation has pledged to provide leadership and guidance to all constructive efforts contributing to the control of water pollution. WEF recognizes wastewater  
treatment professionals provide one of the most essential services in the control of water pollution. Therefore, in 1984, WEF created the Professional Wastewater Operations 
Division to meet the special interests and needs of the operators. 
 
OPERATOR SCHOLARSHIPS:  MWEA has allocated funds for certified operators looking for assistance in paying for continuing education and/or training ev ent 
costs.  Applicants must complete a scholarship application one month ahead of the training session they plan to attend.  Awards up to $500 can be realized by each applicant.  
When approved in advance, the award money can be used to pay for the actual training as well as other miscellaneous costs associated with attending.  Applicants must be a 
Montana certified operator or operator-in-training.  Applications are available online at http://www.montanawater.org/awards-scholarships/scholarships-available/. 

National Director           Past President          
   Amy Deitchler            Herb Bartle 
  (406) 494-6160        (406) 579-4628 

President 
Mike Abrahamson 

(406) 444-6776 

President Elect 
Rika Lashley 

(406) 495-3448 

Sr. Trustee 
Gene Connell 

(406) 523-4889 

Jr. Trustee 
Barb Coffman 

(406) 781-2298 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Rodney Lance 

(406) 761-7004 Ext. 203 

MONTANA WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION 

WEF WEBCASTS, CONFERENCES & SEMINARS 

Each year WEF hosts a series of webcasts, conferences and seminars on various water and wastewater related topics ranging from wastewater plant operations to water  
conservation.  All WEF webcasts, conferences and seminars listed by WEF at the time of calendar printing and their dates and times are listed on the calendar pages. 
 
For information on each webcast, conference or seminar and fees contact MWEA at (406) 761-7004 Ext 23 or go to the WEF website www.wef.org.  For information on CEC 
availability contact MTDEQ at (406) 444-3434. 

MWEA MEMBERSHIP & COMMITTEES 
If you would like to become a member of MWEA and WEF please contact anyone of the Board of Directors or the at the numbers listed above. 
 
If you are a member please consider becoming active in the Montana association by joining one or more of the committees listed below.  To get a description of each committee 
contact the Secretary/Treasurer.  To join a committee contact the Secretary/Treasurer at the number listed above. 
 
    MWEA Committees:     Joint MSAWWA/MWEA Committees 
     Beneficial Reuse      Cross Connection Control  
     Education       Exhibitors 
     Government Affairs     Host City 
     Honors & Awards      Information Management 
     Long Range Planning     Lifetime Achievement 
     Membership      Program 
     Pretreatment      Public Education/Information 
     Stockholm Junior Water Prize    Scholarship 
     Stormwater      Student & Young Professional 

Executive Director 
Robin Barnes 

(406) 546-5496 



 

What is SafetyFestMT?             

SafetyFestMT provides free quality training to employers and their workers throughout Montana. Just as the needs of each community in Montana are 

diverse and unique so is each SafetyFest. Every event is geared towards the community hosting it.  

 

Along with a core curriculum consisting of classes such as OSHA 10-Hour General Industry, OSHA 10-Hour Construction, Work Comp 101, Stay at 

Work/Return to Work, HAZWOPER 8-Hour Refresher and others; SafetyFest provides classes that are geared towards specific needs of the region.  

 

Whether you’re a seasoned safety professional, or just getting started; you can pick and choose the classes you need. SafetyFest has tools to help 

you create a culture of safety in your workplace.  

 

To find out more about upcoming events go to www.safetyfestmt.com, or call Casey Kyler-West at 406-444-5267. 

Who Attends SafetyFestMT? 

To date thousands of Montanans from a variety of industries have attended SafetyFest. Business owners, front line managers, employees, safety    

professionals, job seekers and average citizens have attended SafetyFest. The variety of classes offered allows for a more diverse audience.  

 

We encourage you, whether you work in the trades, on a farm or in an office to attend an upcoming event in your area. 

2020 SafetyFestMT Topics 

SafetyFest provides free training on a variety of topics including but not limited to: HAZWOPER 40-Hour Training & 8-Hour Refresher, OSHA 10 & 30 

Hour in both Construction & General Industry, First Aid/CPR/AED, Preventing Distracted Driving and much, much more.  To see the complete agenda 

go to www.safetyfestmt.com For more information contact Casey Kyler-West at 406-444-5267 or ckylerwest@mt.gov 

http://www.safetyfestmt.com 

http://www.safetyfestmt.com
http://www.safetyfestmt.com
mailto:ckylerwest@mt.gov


 

Please do not hesitate to call one of our staff for any of your technical assistance or training needs!!! 

 

MONTANA RURAL WATER SYSTEMS, INC. 

We are not always able to finalize training sessions in time for this calendar.  So, please call our office or check our website for the most current information on 

upcoming training.  Check out our webpage:  www.mrws.org 

The Mission of Montana Rural Water Systems shall be:  

“To provide quality services for member systems to enable them to produce the best product with their available resources.” 

Montana Rural Water Systems, Inc. (MRWS) is a nonprofit association of towns, cities, rural water & sewer districts, water users associations, home 

owners associations, trailer parks, and private systems.  In addition, MRWS welcomes Associate Memberships from engineers, suppliers, financial 

institutions, contractors, attorneys, accountants, and other organizations interested in water & wastewater. 

     NOW, more than ever, ALL systems NEED to be a winning member of the Rural Water Team! 

Join MRWS and add your system’s voice to our 31,000 plus member systems! 

Montana Rural Water Systems, Inc. 

525 Central Avenue, M6 
Great Falls, MT 59401 
Phone: (406) 454-1151 
FAX: (406) 454-3116 

  
  

Website: http://www.mrws.org 
Email: MTRuralwater@mrws.org 

Executive  
Director 

Johnny Camden 
(406) 459-0782 

Office  
Manager 

Tanya Shadrick 
(406) 454-1151 

Circuit  
Rider 

Dan Kramer 
(406) 253-1710 

Technical  
Assistance 

Tawnee Praiswater 
(406) 468-8450 

Training 
Specialist 
Julie Allen 

(406) 438-2070 

Source Water 
Specialist 
Kristi Kline 

(406) 945-2043 

Circuit  

Rider 

Nick Clos 

(406) 949-2221 

Source Water 
Specialist 
Erin Wall 

(406) 454-1151 

Wastewater 
Tech 

Roger Skogen 
(406) 788-2089 

Wastewater  
Tech 

Bill Bahr 
(406) 438-5773 

Circuit  
Rider 

Bobbie Shular 
(406) 899-5924 



 

Our Mission 
 

1. to provide superior training and on-site technical assistance 
to underserved populations across the United States,  

2. ensure environmental equity to tribes and small rural   
communities, and  

3. assist those entities to empower themselves to create a 
healthy and prosperous environment.  

 
Our Specialty is “Hands On” technical assistance to small 

public drinking water systems in Montana for: 

 

O&M (operations & maintenance) assistance 
& FMA (financial & managerial assistance) 

 
Contact Dave Schultz or Sarah Robbin for more information! 
 

Rural and Tribal Environmental Solutions 
1306 Patriot Street, Billings, MT 59105 

Technical Assistance Providers (Call or Email Us):  

Lee Michalsky Dave Schultz Jeff Wilson Sarah Robbin Jason Michalsky 

406-861-7696 406-491-2521 406-855-5704 719-433-6137 406-351-3754 

rateslee@msn.com ratesdave@gmail.com jeff.wilson25@gmail.com rates.sarahrobbin@gmail.com ratesjason@yahoo.com 

RATES Director Technical Assistance Technical Assistance Financial/Managerial Assist Technical Assistance 

Operator - 1A/2B; 20 yrs 
Environmental Training 
– 20 yrs 
MS - Education 

Registered Engineer 
Operator – 1A/2B 
Experience – 33 yrs 
BS - Engineering 

Engineer – 20 yrs 
Training – 10 yrs 
BS – Engineering 

Assistance Provider – 6 yrs 
Training – 15 yrs 
MS - Biology 

Assistance Provider 
Operator – 2B 
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