
FRESHMAN YEAR  | FALL CREDITS COMPLETED

CATEGORY I: WRIT 101 3/4

3 CATEGORY II: Mathematics 

3

*Any Lower Division ARTZ, ARTH, LIT, 
MUSI, NASX, GDSN, THTR

3

3

TOTAL CREDITS 15-16 TOTAL CREDITS 15-17

SOPHOMORE YEAR  | FALL CREDITS COMPLETED

4

CATEGORY V: Cultural Diversity 3

CATEGORY III: Natural Sciences

3

Minor/Approved Elective 3

*Any Lower Division ARTZ, ARTH, LIT,MUSI, 
NASX, GDSN, THTR

3

SOPHOMORE YEAR  | SPRING CREDITS COMPLETED

CATEGORY V: Additional Cultural Diversity

CATEGORY IV: HSTR 101 or 102

CATEGORY VI: Humanities/Fine Arts

Minor/Approved Elective

FRESHMAN YEAR  | SPRING CREDITS COMPLETED

CATEGORY VII: Technology

3

CATEGORY IV: Any Social Science 3/4

CATEGORY I: Communication COMX 111 or 115

3/4

3

*Any Lower Division CMLD, ECON, GEO, PSCI, 
PSYX,SOCI, EDU, COMX

3

TOTAL CREDITS 16
TOTAL CREDITS 15
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15 TO FINISH

JUNIOR YEAR  | FALL CREDITS COMPLETED

Upper Division Major Area I 3

Upper Division Major Area 2 3

Minor/Approved Elective 3

Minor/Approved Elective 3

Approved Elective 3

15TOTAL CREDITS 

JUNIOR YEAR  | SPRING CREDITS COMPLETED

Upper Division Major Area I 3

Upper Division Major Area I 3

Upper Division Major Area 2 3

 Minor/Approved Elective 3

Minor/Approved Elective 3

15TOTAL CREDITS 

SENIOR YEAR  | FALL CREDITS COMPLETED

Upper Division Major Area I 3

Upper Division Major Area 2 3

Upper Division Major Area 2 3

15TOTAL CREDITS 

SENIOR YEAR  | SPRING CREDITS COMPLETED

LSH 494 or Senior Capstone 3

Upper Division Major Area 1 3

TOTAL CREDITS 15

CATEGORY VI: Humanities/Fine Arts

LSH 201 Intro to the Humanities

CATEGORY III: Natural Sciences Choose one: PHIL 200, PHIL 210,  OR LIT 300

*Any Lower Division CMLD, ECON, GEO, PSCI, PYSX,
SOCI, EDU, COMX

3

3

3

3

3

Minor/Approved Elective 3

Approved Elective 3

Upper Division Major Area 2 3

Minor/Approved Elective

Approved Elective

3

3

* If a course counts in more than one area, additional courses will be required to reach the 120 credits required to 
graduate



A Liberal Studies degree from Montana State University-Northern offers you a versatile and flexible liberal arts 
education that emphasizes the humanities and social sciences. The program allows you to work in a combination of 
different disciplines while developing critical thinking and communication skills.

The Liberal Studies degree is designed for students who seek a liberal arts education with multi-disciplinary 
coursework, and is not for those who are undecided about a major. A Liberal Studies degree from MSU-Northern 
prepares you for a career in the arts, writing, public relations, or social services. It also provides an excellent 
springboard for graduate or law school.

You're going to need 15. That’s the number of credits you need to take each semester 
to graduate on time. Sure, you can take less and still receive some scholarships and 
funding. But unless you take 15 credits a semester (or 30 a year), you’re looking at an 
extra year or more in order to graduate. Know the courses you need to graduate, and 
meet with your advisor to map out a plan to earn your degree on time.

WANT TO GRADUATE ON TIME? SAVE MONEY? GET BETTER GRADES?

1515
15 TO FINISH
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THE VALUE OF YOUR 
LIBERAL ARTS DEGREE


