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MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
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Office of the Chancellor

TO: Dr. Carol Reifschneider, Academic Senate Chair
FROM: Mr. Gregory Kegel, Chancellor

DATE: November 19, 2020

SUBJ: Emeritus status for Professor Thomas Welch

| received the nomination for Professor Thomas Welch to receive Emeritus status.
The next step required in administrative policy, “502.2 Emeriti”, is as follows:

... During the semester following the nomination, the appropriate Dean or
Director will oversee the documentation package to support the emeritus
nomination. This documentation shall attest to scholarly performance, teaching,
and service to Montana State University Northern. A committee consisting of all
tenured faculty members serving in the college of the retiree will review the
documentation and make a recommendation to the Provost/Vice Chancellor for
Academic Affairs. The provost will in turn make a recommendation to the
Chancellor. ...

The complete policy can be found on the MSUN website.

Encl: Nomination memo

Xc: Provost Moisey
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College of Technical Sciences

DATE: October 12, 2020

TO: Dr. R. Neil Moisey, Provost and Vice-Chancellor of Academic Affairs
FROM: College of Technical Sciences, Montana State University-Northern

RE: Professor Emeritus nomination for Professor Thomas (Tom) Welch

In accordance with MSU-Northern Policy 502.2 Emeriti, MSU-Northern College of Technical
Sciences faculty recommends the conferment of the title of Professor Emeritus to Professor
Thomas (Tom) Welch, who retired this past spring.

Tom, a Professor in Agricultural Technology, began his teaching career at the former Northern
Montana College (NMC) in 1981, and has progressed through the ranks to Professor. He
attained a 4-year Bachelor of Science Agricultural Education from South Dakota State
University (1979) and a Master's of Science Agricultural Education from Montana State
University (1984). Previous to becoming an educator at Northern, Tom spent time in Malta,
MT, teaching high school vocational agriculture and serving as the FFA club advisor.

As a member of the faculty of MSU-Northern, Tom helped develop the Agriculture Technology
A.A.S. degree, and in 1996, the Agriculture Operations Technology Bachelor of Science
degree. He also co-developed the Applied Agriculture Minor.

Tom was actively involved with the MSU-Northern campus. He was actively involved with
various organizations and committees on campus, including: starting the MSU-N Professional
Agricultural Student (PAS) club in 1982, and served as the PAS Club advisor for 38 years;
SkillsUSA contest Chair-person (Chapter Business Procedures for 38 years, and Small Engines
contest for 13 years); faculty Academic Senate member, has participated in several faculty
and staff search committees; and taught “Cabin Fever Institute” courses and community
workshops.

Off-campus, Tom was very involved with the local and regional community, especially in the
agriculture world. He named and co-developed the “Cabin Fever Institute”, served as
President of the Montana Aggies, is an active member of the Havre Chamber of Commerce
Agribusiness Committee, and was a member of several educational organizations (for
example, Association for Career & Technical education, Montana Agricultural Education
Association, and the National Agricultural Educators Association).

Over the years, Tom has received numerous awards, both on campus and from off campus
entities, Some of his recent awards include: “Qutstanding Agricultural Advocate Award” (2005
from the Havre Chamber of Commerce Agribusiness Committee); “Golden N Award” (2017
from the MSU-Northern Associated Students for service given to MSU-Northern students);
and “Friends of Montana 4-H Award” (2019 for commitment to the Montana 4-H program,
members and-leaders). :

Tom has influenced the education and careers of numerous students across many disciplines.
He has developed and maintained rigorous lecture and lab environments which positively



enhanced student learning. As part of his academic responsibilities, Professor Welch has been
a very active advisor for students needing assistance in academic advising, career

preparation, employment and exposing them to career opportunities in their chosen career
fields.

Professor Tom Welch has truly been a valuable asset to many programs on this campus, and
an asset to the College of Technical Sciences, MSU-Northern, and Havre. He has, through his
role as an educator, positively influenced the lives of many students, faculty and community
members. He is very deserving of the title of Professor Emeritus, a title he has truly earned.
Therefore, the faculty of the College of Technical Sciences whole heartedly recommends that
Professor Thomas Welch be awarded the title of Professor Emeritus.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Steven Don
Professor, Diesel Technology
Chair, College of Technical Sciences



