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TER #XXX-XXXXHXXKXX

Montana Board of Regents

LeveL | REQUEST FORM
item Number: XXX-XXXX+XXXXX Meeting Date:
Institution: MSU-Northern CIP Code:

Program Title: Associate of Arts, Program of Study in General Education

Level | proposals are those that may be approved by the Commissioner of Higher Education or the
Commissioner’s designee. The approval of such proposals will be conveyed to the Board of Regents at the next
regular meeting of the Board. The institution must file the request with the Office of the Commissioner of
Higher Education by means of a memo to the Deputy Commissioner for Academic and Student Affairs, by no
later than five weeks prior to the final posting date for the next scheduled meeting of the Board. The Deputy
Commissioner will review the proposal and respond to the proposing campus with any questions or concerns
within one week, allowing the proposing campus one week to respond before the Item is posted for the BOR

scheduled meeting.

X _A. Level | (place an X for all that apply):

Level | proposals include campus initiatives typically characterized by (a) minimal costs; (b) clear
adherence to approved campus mission; and (c) the absence of significant programmatic impact on
other institutions within the Montana University System and Community Colleges. For Level | actions
on degree programs or certificates, the process must begin when the proposing campus posts its intent
on the MUS academic planning web site.

115

2.

Re-titling existing majors, minors, options and certificates

Adding new minors or certificates where there is a major (Submit with completed Curriculum
Proposals Form)

Adding new minors or certificates where there is an option in a major (Submit with completed
Curriculum Proposals Form)

Departmental mergers and name changes

Program revisions (Submit with completed Curriculum Proposals Form)

. Distance or online delivery of previously authorized degree or certificate programs

Placement of program into moratorium (No Program Termination Checklist at this time —
document steps taken to notify students, faculty, and other constituents and include this
information on checklist at time of termination if not reinstated)

Filing Notice of Intent to Terminate/Withdraw existing majors, minors, options, and certificates
(No Program Termination Checklist at this time)

Terminate/withdraw existing majors, minors, options, and certificates (Submit with completed
Program Termination Checklist)
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B. Level | with Level Il documentation:

With Level Il documentation circulated to all campus chief academic officers in advance, the Deputy
Commissioner or designee may propose additional items for inclusion in the Level | process. For these
items to move forward, the Deputy Commissioner or designee must reach consensus with the chief
academic officers. When consensus is not achieved, the Deputy Commissioner or designee will move
the item to the Level Il review process.

1. Options within an existing major or degree (Submit with completed Curriculum Proposals Form);

2. Eliminating organizational units within larger institutions such as departments, divisions and
colleges or schools with the exception of the Colleges of Technology where changes require
Board action (Submit with completed Curriculum Proposals Form)

3. Consolidating existing programs and/or degrees (Submit with completed Curriculum Proposals

Form)

___C. Temporary Certificate or A.A.S. degree programs

Certificate or Associate of Applied Science Degree Programs may be submitted as Level | proposals,
with memo and backup documentation, when they are offered in cooperation with and /or at the
request of private or public sector partners and the decision point to offer the program is not
consistent with the regular Board of Regents program approval process. Level | approval for programs
under this provision will be limited to two years. Continuation of a program beyond the two years will
require the normal program approval process as Level Il Proposals.

All other Level | Certificate or Associate Degree programs may be placed on submission at any Board of
Regents meeting. They will be placed on action agendas at subsequent meetings. All campuses agree to
insure that all other campuses receive program information well in advance of submission.

___D. Campus Certificates

Although certificate programs of 29 credits or fewer may be implemented by the individual campuses
without approval by the board of regents, those certificates do need to be reported to the office of the
commissioner of higher education and listed on the Montana University System’s official degree and
program inventory. These Level | proposals will be listed as information items at the next regular
meeting of the board.

Specify Request:

The Associate of Arts, Program of Study in General Education, is a high enrollment degree program at
MSU-Northern (65 majors fall 2011). The program is specifically designed with transferability in mind, so that
students may complete their general education requirements and complete a variety of additional coursework
transferrable to either an internal baccalaureate program or to a baccalaureate program at other MUS
institutions. Currently, sufficient coursework is available online at MSU-Northern to satisfy all bachelor degree
general education requirements throughout the Montana University system. Sufficient additional electives are
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also available online for students to be able to complete the degree entirely online. Students who enroll in the
degree who plan to transfer to a bachelor’s degree program are assisted by an advisor in choosing electives
from the Transferable Core and electives to support their future plans for study.

As online coursework at MSU-Northern continues to expand, several programs have committed to
developing blocks of online coursework for transferrable concentrations, or plans of study, within the A.A.
degree. Potential concentrations transferrable to majors or minors either internally or externally include
Communications, Community Leadership, Criminal Justice, English, Health Promotion, History, Native
American Studies, and Psychology. Making the Associate of Arts, Program of Study in General Education,
degree available fully online will not only increase accessibility of this unique and flexible program, but will also
likely lead to program growth in each of the areas in which a plan of study has been developed.
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