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Memorandum

DATE: August 28, 2008
TO: Faculty Senate
FROM: Will Rawn, Professor of English

Steven Jamruszka, Dean of Students/Registrar

SUBIJECT: Re-define Pass/Fail parameters to reflect recent changes in BOR Policy 301.5.3 Minimum
Course Grades

Background:

MSU-Northern has defined its Pass threshold as grade of “D” or better. See “Pass-Fail Grades”
subparagraph 5. “A passing grade is defined as a “D” or better.”

BOR policy 301.5.3 - Minimum Course Grades require a “C-“ or better in all classes used to satisfy
general education, pre-requisites or required courses in a major, minor, option or certificate.

Courses such as ENGL 098, MATH 093 and Co-op Education courses are required in some
programs/general education courses either as pre-requisites or major courses.

Some institutions with in the state and out of state do not accept Northern courses graded on a “Pass-
Fail” basis for the same reason.

Proposal:
Redefine/change the “Pass-Fail Grades” subparagraph 5 of the catalog to reflect: “A passing grade is

defined as a “C-” or better.”

If you need clarification, please don’t hesitate to let us know.



