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PROCEDURAL SEQUENCE FOR ACADEMIC SENATE APPROVAL OF PROPOSALS

1. Submit all proposals to the Office of Academic Affairs.

2. The Senate President will log items and forward them to the appropriate
Senate Subcommittee.

3. The Senate Subcommittee will send the proposals to the Senate. Only
curricular items require being sent to the faculty 10 days (not working
days) prior to the general faculty meeting.

4. Senate proposals will be considered by the Full Faculty.

5. If approved, the proposals will then be forwarded to the Provost and the
Chancellor.

Proposals that require action to approve/disapprove/table or remand will be sent
back to the Senate according to the monthly meeting schedule.

TITLE: A proposal to change the official language that describes the purpose and
requirements of the Bachelor of Applied Science degree.

SUBCOMMITTEE: PROPOSAL #:

PROPOSAL: The Bachelor of Applied Science (B.A.S.) degree is designed for students
who have already earned an Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree from a
regionally accredited institution, and would like to use that degree as a first
step toward earning a baccalaureate degree. Using the A.A.S. degree as a base,
the B.A.S. degree at Montana State University-Northern includes additional general
education coursework, a program of study in some selected area, and a minimum
number of credits at the 300 - 400 level. The program of study typically builds
on courses and the specialized study completed for the A.A.S. degree.

The specific requirements for a Bachelor of Applied Science (B.A.S.) degree at
MSU-Northern are as follows:

1) an associate of applied sciencel(A.A.S.) degree from a regionally-
accredited institui}pn; that degree must have-at 1east(§§m§emester’cré It

2) at least 60 gmee semester credits beyond the A.A.S. degree.

3) 30 of the credits described in 2) above must—le from Montana State
University-Northern. ~
s 4) successful completion of the general education program for a
baccalaureate degree at MSU-Northern. The general education program for a
bachélor of applted--science degree is the same as a general education program
for all baccalaureate programs at MSU-Northern. Credits earned as part of the
A.A.S. degree may be used to satisfy this requirement, but only if they would be
accepted as appropriate coursework for any other baccalaureat I educatio / . za
program at MSU-Northern. PLEASE NOTE: Although the poliaﬁ;almost certainly Sitey
would not apply to the coursework completed by a student for an A.A.S. degree, 30l.10
students should ask about the Montana University System General Education
Transfer Policy to determine its applicability to their work on a B.A.S. degree
at Montana State University-Northern.

5) at least 30 credits in some program of study; the specific credits to
satisfy this requirement will be worked out with a faculty member in the program
of st;ﬂy* Ag*g—f

6Y°39 of the credits earned after the A.A.S. degree wust—pe at the 300 or
400 level; those upper division credits can be part of the program of study, the
general education coursework, or any elective credits that the student chooses
to take. } -

7) a cumulative grade point average of 2.00 and a grade point average of
2.25 in the program of study.
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8) no more than 9 credits of independent study courses (designated X99)

'RATIONALE: The current catalogue language describing the Bachelor of Applied
Science degree is confusing. It is also unnecessarily complicated. Only a
handful of students have completed the B.A.S. degree at MSU-Northern since it was
adopted. But almost half of those students had to file paperwork with the faculty
Admissions and Standards Committee asking for an exception. . .or what appeared to
be an exception. . .to the language in the catalogue. That very high percentage
indicates a problem with the descriptive language of the B.A.S. degree.

‘Hopefully, the proposed language will clear up those ambiguities. The proposal
was shared with two members of the business faculty, who have the most experience
in working with students in the Bachelor of Applied Science program. It was also
shared with Steve Jamruszka, the Registrar, who has been asked to interpret and
apply the old catalogue language for students. Sandi Copenhaver, the
administrative support person in the College of Technical Science, also provided
valuable insight since one of her family members has attempted to work on a B.A.S.
degree from MSU-Northern. Those people were supportive of the change, and made
some suggestions for the final proposed language.

‘The proposal also changes the Bachelor of Applied Science degree at MSU-Northern
so it looks more like the B.A.S. degrees throughout the Montana University System
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